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need. By this personal relation it is always becoming a different self, a process 
of growth which Cooley calls an " imaginative social process." All thinking 
is in its very nature a movement within such a personal relation; " the mind 
lives in a perpetual conversation." Prayer is one form of this imaginative 
social process by which out of the communion of two, self and alter, a larger 
selfhood is achieved. 

Childien and primitive pooples are undiscriminating in their use of prayer, 
failing to distinguish personal and impersonal means to ends, their religious 
from their general needs, in their attempt to meet their problem. This 
discrimination comes by finding that results do not come from prayer, and by 
learning that it is not proper to employ the personal appeal to the higher 
ethical self for trivial needs. 

A higher, though not the highest, socialized type of prayer is that which 
seeks " objective results," such as victory in battle, cure of disease, etc. These 
secure a more confident self, an absence of worry, which lead to results desired. 

The fully discriminating and social types of prayer show two main forms: 
(1) The contemplative or aesthetic represented by the mystic, Buddhist, 
ritualistic forms of prayer and by the adoration prayer of all religions; (2) 
the practical type, such as conversion and revivalist prayers and the 51st 
Psalm, which make the prayer state a quick bridge to moral action. Both 
types establish the wider selfhood, the one by more or less quiescent communion, 
and the other by moral reinforcement with the thought of additional strength 
and a mighty ally. 

The problem of the objective reference of prayer is handled in the charac- 
teristic instrumental way. The two selves of prayer, alter and ego, are imag- 
inative organizations of consciousness for the sake of the ongoing of that con- 
sciousness. Psychologically they have the same kind of reality, viz., in the 
social relation, and the only real is the final self which emerges out of the proc- 
ess. The alter is a necessary means to an end and in this sense has objective 
reality. Psychologically this is all; the rest is for metaphysic to decide. 

Wilmot B. Lane. 
Randolph-Macon College. 
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